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Trail Usage
Continues to Grow

* 2021 Daily Usage averaged 450
e 2022 Daily Usage averaged 468
e 2023 Daily Usage averaged 561

This represents a 20% increase
from 2022 to 2023

Of the 30 towns participating in
the census data, Brookfield ranks 3",




Still River Greenway Survey
June 2023 to November 2023
557 Survey participants
292 email addresses for follow up

Methods:

0 6 lawn signs were placed along the Greenway and outside businesses at the Town Center.

0 A flyer was placed at the YMCA. Participants scanned a QR code from the sign to access the survey.

[0 Brookfield Parks and Recreation Department sent an email with a link to the survey to enlisted members
of their department.

[ Participants had the option of including their email at the end of the survey. 52% agreed to receive

additional information about the progress of expanding the trail North to New Milford.



1. Please provide the age of the person completing this survey.

551 responses 62% of survey respondents said they
® Under Age 15 do not bring children to the
@ Age 18to
® oo 25105 Greenway. 38% of SRG users are
@ Age 35t044 ° ege e @ o
® Age 451054 children and families. Initiating
©® Age 5510 64 ° ege
® Over Age 65 programming for families has the

potential to improve usage.

3. Please tell us the number of children with you today or when you use the trail.
550 responses

67% of participants were
between the ages of 35
and 64.

@ 1 child

@® 2 children

@ 3 or more children
@ no children




4. Please check the zip code of where you live

554 responses

Danbury and New Milford residents
also frequent the SRG trail.
Expanding the SRG would increase
town connectivity and trail use.

@ 06804 Brookfield

@ 06811 or 06810 Danbury
@ 06776 New Milford

@ 06801 Bethel
@ 06784 Sherman
@ 06752 Bridgewater
@ 06783 Roxbury
@ 06812 New Fairfield
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The SRG is most popular among
Brookfield residents with 46%
of those surveyed using it
between 1 and 3X per week.

5. How often do you use the Still River Greenway?

555 responses

@ Less than once per week
@ Once a week

@ 2-3 times per week

@ Once per month

@ Once per year

@ 2-3 times per year

@ Daily

@ Today is my first time
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7. Where do you park to use the Still River Greenway?
538 responses

Town Hall 93 (17.3%)

The added Federal Road
parking spaces improved
207 (38.5%) access to the SRG Trail.

Silvermine Parking 196 (36.4%)

Police Station

Federal Road 221 (41.1%)
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8. Have you ever had to wait for a parking spot?

549 responses

@ Yes
® No
@ N/a

@ Only once, and moved to town hall

Most users of the SRG have
no trouble finding parking for
the current trail.

@ No just drive over to town hall parking
@ If there is no parking, | go somewhere...
@ Can always find one in on of the lots
@ | live within walking distance
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10. What activities do you participate in while using the Still River Greenway? (check all that apply)

554 responses

Walk

Running or Jogging

inline skating

adult bike riding

children bike riding
wheelchair

photography

birdwatching

dog walking

skateboard

scooter

Enjoy nature

“enjoying the area it is suc...
Enjoying walking on a dry...
Looking for plant species
Turtle laying it's eggs
meditate

Nature/plant observations
power walking

Walking my dog, like so m...
Pushing stroller

School field trip!

I'd love to have my kids bi...
Observing/being in nature
Tree, river, fish, rock, plant...
Wheelchair and walkiking

162 (29.2%)
22 (4%)
—85 (15.3%)
128 (23.1%)
—4 (0.7%)
—60 (10.8%)
—66 (11.9%)
202 (36.5%)
—8 (1.4%)
53 (9.6%)
1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)

1 (0.2%)

0 200

528 (95.3%)

600

11. The main reason | use the Still River Greenway is for...(Check all that apply)

553 responses

exercise and health

relaxation

family time

socializing

tourism or sightseeing

to experience nature

Dog walking

Close by

Walk the dogs with no traffic
Dog walk

Nice long walk for my dog
Walk the dog

To get my friend out of assist...
Dog

Location in Town

getting out of the House for...
Walk my dog, not one questi...
Girl Scout full moon hike!
Teaching my students about...
Give dog exercise

Berry picking

—12 (2.2%)

—3(0.5%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)
1 (0.2%)

0

108 (19.5%)

200

524 (94.8%)
339 (61.3%)
245 (44.3%)

236 (42.7%)

400 600

The primary use for the current trail is walking with the purpose of exercising for health.
Dog walking, recreation and experiencing nature and the outdoors are also popular
responses for using the trail. The trail is used between 30 and 90 minutes by 95% of users



There is widespread support for extending the Greenway

14. If the town of Brookfield received Grant funding to expand the Greenway North to New Milford,
would you support the initiative?

498 responses

@ Yes

® No

€ Yes, and also south to Golf Quest! Ma...
@ VYes if it doesn't involve taking private...
@ VYes, but | would love if the Greenway...
@ No opinion

@ The only people | see using it is bikers...
@ Not sure
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15. Have you frequented any businesses with a purchase in the newly developed Town of Brookfield
while using the Still River Greenway? (Check all that apply)

384 responses

ice Cream /snacks

5 ) The SRG offers additional
p— B economic value to the newly

beverages or water

bakery

gifts or clothing 36 (9.4%)
park 40 (104%) developed downtown
happy hour 29 (7.6%) °
groceries 28 (7.3%) BrOOkﬁEId °
restaurants 161 (41.9%)

sandwich shop 118 (30.7%)
112 (29.2%)

0 100 200 300

gas station

16. If you checked a box in question 12, please estimate how much money you spend per trip to the

Still River Greenway?
492 responses

@ $5.00 or less
@ $5.00 to $10.00
@ $11 to $20.00
@ Over $20.00

@ | don't spend money when | use the
Greenway

70% of participants said they spend
money in town while using the trail




17. Please check any programs you would consider participating in on the Still River Greenway.

(Check all that apply)

13. Please check amenities you would like to see on the Still River Greenway. (check all that apply)

520 responses

382 responses Portable bathrooms —247 (47.5%)
Benches —282 (54.2%)
Bike racks —58 (11.2%)
Walking Club —227 (59.4%) Picnic Tables : 208 (40%)
Running Club —69 (18.1%) Kayak access 125 (24%)
fapi Garbage Cans —313 (60.2%)
Biking Club —59 (15.4%) Doggie clean up bags —274 (52.7%)
Family Scavenger Hunts o... —156 (40.8%) Handicappgd bitlhrooms —44 (8.5%)
: : ur otable water —183 (35.2%)
Bird Wla:fgﬂ:zg 95 (24 91/2)1 (31 '7%) lighting/ emergency call...}-1 (0.2%)
i -J70 Sound barrier from traffi...|—1 (0.2%)
Youth Bike Safety Rodeo —44 (11.5%) Paved area to gazebo|—1 (0.2%)
4 (1 %) Need way more garbage...|—1(0.2%)
. Doggie/People water co...[—1 (0.2%)
Kayaking|—1 (0.3%) It should be longer in len...|[—1 (0.2%)
. 0 Extend the trail please|—1 (0.2%)
RUCk!ng ! (0-30/0) Exercise machines may...|—1 (0.2%)
Group dog waking|—1(0.3%) I didn't check the garbag...| 1 (0.2%)
Dog walking club|—1 (0.3%) |\'<Ilaybe the trash |clans co... 71 Egg’f;
; S one necessary! It's per...|— 2%
Tree identification|—1 (0.3%) I feel most important thin...|—1 (0.2%)
nature walka|—1 (0.3%) More trees to block rout...|—1 (0.2%)
Meditation|—1 (0.3%) - (l)(utdo?“r exetrl‘c‘:ise srtfufffl Eg;?;
Dog stuff—1 (0.3%) in ﬁgreave e perf... —1(0.2%
garbage cans|—1 (0.2%)
Nature talks|—1 (0.3%) Real bathrooms, not por...|—1 (0.2%)
Organized fitness class bo...|—1 (0.3%) emergenzyr‘e’gt';(’;‘r::'g;}i& :1 Eggfﬁ;
Gardening/perennial planti...[—1 (0.3%) Mile markers in tenths.|—1 (0.2%)
Dog Walking - not one que...|—1 (0.3%) My kids love the nature i...|—1 (0.22/0)
| only go to walk with my h...|—1(0.3%) Bottor wheelchair acees. | 1 (0.27%)
Nature walk or Foraging cl...|—1 (0.3%) Please extend the Gree...|—1 (0.2%)
Fun runs (similar to the M....|—1 (0.3%) _ _ None—1(0.2%)
. . 0 River access- widen the...|—1 (0.2%)
Inline skating meet-ups, k...|—1 (0.3%) Stretching station| 1 (0.2%)
Plant and wildflower obser...}|—1 (0.3%) Plant more trees to mak...|—1 (0.2%)
Edible plant foraging|—1 (0.3%) el Kot g W
Edible plants/ not edible info|—1 (0.3%) Plant labels|—1 (0:2%)
Fitness classes like yoga|—1 (0.3%) A sign that tells you how...|—1 (0.2%)
Workout starions|—1 (0.2%)
0 50 100 150 200 250 Public art that is colorful|—1 (0.2%)
Expand trail and parking...|—1 (0.2%)

0 100 200 300 400

There is interest in walking, running and biking clubs. Families would enjoy scavenger hunts.
Opportunities to promote bird watching was also popular. Benches, picnic tables, garbage cans and access
to water were popular amenities that trail users would like to have.
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Norwalk Valley River Trail Grant- Legend T
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“The Western Connecticut Council of Governments (WestCOG)
and the Friends of the Norwalk River Valley Trail (NRVT) are —J
pleased to announce that USDOT has awarded $4,528,000 for
the Western Connecticut Regional Trail Bicycle and Pedestrian
Planning project through the Rebuilding American
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) program.

MetroCOG

WestCOG and the NRVT appreciate USDOT’s support in
advancing this accessible multi-use trail and their contribution
which will fund 80% of the project cost ($5,660,000).”




Key Points Regarding the Grant

WestCOG was awarded $4.53 million in the last RAISE grant round. This award is an 80%
reimbursement of the total cost of $5,566 million.

The grant application was specifically for planning the final route of the NRVT, providing
funding for the study and creation of all the planning and construction documents ("shovel
ready") for the remaining 15 miles of the NRVT.

The planning grant will study the feasibility of connecting the NRVT at its terminus in Danbury
with the Maybrook Trail west to New York connecting with the Empire State Trail System and
north along the Still River Greenway through Danbury, Brookfield, and New Milford.

The planning grant also provides for the planning and construction documents ("shovel ready")
for the Still River Greenway going through Danbury, Brookfield, and New Milford.

This is a reimbursement grant so WestCOG has to spend the money first and then get 80%
returned to them.

WestCOG Intends to apply for a DEEP grant in March to help cover the cost of the municipalities
20% cost. As of now they intend to request half of the 20%



Estimates for Still River Greenway Studies

Still River Trail Connection Preliminary Engineering/Feasibility;
Total Cost: $50,000, RAISE Request: $40,000

Prepare a routing study for 6-mile trail to connect to the NRVT at Rogers Park, traveling easterly cross the
City to make the connection to the southern terminus of the Still River Trail in Brookfield.

Key Initiatives:

* Provides a long-sought connection between the NRVT, Still River Greenway, and the New Milford River Trail

* Creating a trail along the river is compatible with the Still River Alliance which is restoring the river

 Potential for commuting option, connecting to significant employment opportunities in the Federal Road corridor

Still River Trail Extension — Brookfield to New Milford Town Line 100% Design/Construction Documents;
Total Cost: $340,000, RAISE Request: $272,000

Design the 1.7-mile extension of the Still River Greenway from its current northern terminus to the New
Milford town line. A routing study of this trail segment was completed in 2022.

Key Initiatives:
* Provides construction documents for a portion of the trail that was recently studied
» Connects to the New Milford Trail which adds another 12 miles to trails along the river



Estimated Project Timeline in Months

WESTERN CONNECTICUT REGIONAL TRAIL

4. PROJECT SCHEDULE
PROJECT SCHEDULE
112|3|4|5|6|7|8|9|10 |11 |12 (13 [14 |15 |16 |17 (18 (1920 |21 |22 (23|24 |25 |26 (27 (28] 29|30
TASK
Prepare RFQ and
Select Consultant

NRVT Routing Study

Complete NRVT
Norwalk
Complete NRVT
Wilton
Complete NRVT
Ridgefield
Complete NRVT
Redding
Complete NRVT
Danbury
Maybrook Plans

Still River Study

Still River Plans

River Trail Plans

The proposed project schedule is shown in the table for the various segments of the project. The project will take 30 months to complete.

@  Public Outreach Meetings D WestCOG l Study l Design



Greenways DOT Vanity License Plate Program-
All monies raised go to the CT Greenways Fund

. -t dn el ol
- = veow ! ‘- -’ v ~ . .
et Nt " ‘-(\Q-J. g .v(_-v‘ :‘ X AN A ;... aeit “.‘w_“_“

s_nsmwms e



SRG Ad Hoc
Committee
Members

Jay Annis
Bo Dackow
Jim Diezemann
Maureen Farrell
Jean Hartnett

Thank You!




